hr. George DelapAaine 2/25/88 

News-Post 

Frederick, Md. 21701 



Dear George, 

I wrote you in haste last night after reading the Menchum column# with the 
Orwellian title "Human rights," I should say while still shocked that you can publish 
suoh incredibly irresponsible stuff, particularly after all the factual criticism was 
and without except'^^BjlSined not only unrefuted — undenied* 

In reading today's papers , the WxPoat and Christian Science Monitor, I realized 
that I should have said more than that Bishop Tutu does not agree with your in-house 
expert on international affairs and almost anything else - of which he is at best 
abysmally ignorant. I say' at best' because I have no doubt that mostly he is Just 
mendacious and indulging hatred and coming back at me the only way he dares, with 
more of his fabrications and preaching of hatred. 



He said and without any question by yo u or anyone else at the Post you published 
about as monumental fdjLunting of ignorance o¥ si deliberate lying ^ as I can recall - 
that repression is diminishing in South Agrica. His second graf. 



n-'. W yj Gtttf ' t deny about most of what I've addressed, because 

daily for 7 years the human rights Situation there has grown worse, and if he is not 
aware of the facts he ought not be pr^entjfi v & is writing them and you ought not be 
publishing them, not at least by traditional American standards. 



The actuality is that there has been 20 months of what is called a "state of 
emergency" in which there are virtually no legal rights for the majority. Can ypjd 
call this as he did, a reduction in repression? 



This is by no means an exception. It typifies his writing when he gets into 
international affairs, one of the matters about which he appears to have conned you 
completely, especially^ the Middle East. 

Again, whether it is ignorance or more mendacity is not that important, he said 
and uncritically you published, after two years of reminders of what he has been doing, 
that "Shamir rejects all suggestions." I've marked a few of the proofs that this is 
either a deliberate lie or more of his ignorance, which almost matches ego. Israel 
did agree to the accord Carter negotiated at Camp David and as I told you today's 
reports repeat^, he wants to talk in terms of that agreement, not be Bliced hike 
salami once again. 

It happens I don't nk« any of Shamir's policies. But would you want to ait down 
and try to negotiate any kind of an agreement with those who persist in a state of war 
a ga j n fr you for 40 years after their first defeat and who have been defeated repeatedly 
since than? Would you' believe you could take the word of those who refuse to agree to 
peace in this state of war and who have the declared policy of destroying you? Yet in 
all the extraordinarily many so-called columns you have published there has never once 
been any mention of this or anything else that backgrounds the present terrible situa- 
tion. Including Arab tejj&rism against Arabs, beginning in Gaza and including a lynching 
yesterday, ^’his has been growing from t^e first, when it began with threats and slashed 
tires of those who would not go on 8tri<fke , then expanded into tke trashing of the 
businesses of those who would not close their businesses down, and has since g wnrir 
grown into physical violence. 

These are only a few of the many things you either are not aware of or don't 
care about. There is so much more tha£ informed people will hold against you and the 
papers. On this human rights thing#, for example, have you any idea how many civilians 
have been killed by the Jeatlyf squads run by some of the Central American governments. 



z 



Some 60,000 in El Salvador, more than the total casualties on both sides in Nica- 
ragua. There is a meager hint of the situation in Honduras in a clipping I enclose. 

The army there is assassinating even the human-rights commission members and those 
who are to be witnesses in official proceedings. These things, despite youfcon man s 
column* have not happened in Gaza, which has enjoyed rights denied for more than the 
20 months of the state of emergency in South Arrica. 

It is not merely Jews and blacks who, if not ignorant, will be asking them- 
selves about your papers when they are offended by both insults to them and their 
intelligence and the fact that their local papers are making themselves into propa- 
ganda organs against their interests • 

Hot knowing what you have time to read, I do send these clippings so you can 
see how absolutely incredible it is that you can persist in publishing what not only 
offenas so many people - it demeans you and your papers and raises questions about 
integrity and the preaching of race hatred. Compare this with his yesterday's 
column. 

However you look at it, he is this ignorant or this dishonest, your integrity 
and that of your papers are involved. 

Do y ou7nDua~ want people to tAink of you and your papers as propaganda 
sheets and to think you have no regard for truth or decency or for them and their 
opinions and beliefs? 

His opinions are a separate matter. Whether you share them or not, in this and 
so much more than I have addressed with facts you bes m i r ch yourself# 

°n another aspect, if you had not suppressed what I sent in about three weeks 
ago you'd have told your readers what ^resident Reagan said last night he could not 
disclose for "national security" reasons, the identities of those organizations that 
stirred up and perpetuate the mess in Gaza and the West -dank# I did identify and 
describe them and give a few names# Now if I could do thiB - and I did - \rfhat the 
hell kind of "expert" are you paying to smear your own reputation when he eithef didn't 
know it or didn't include it in all those too-many columns? 

He's got you conned or you want him to do lehat he has been, doing. Either way 
you don't look very good and most people in your position wouldnt feel very good 
about it. 




Harold Weisberg 



